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hen the first Mistra Geopolitics pro-
gramme began a few years ago, the
combination of geopolitics, security

and climate issues was uncommon in academic
work, research and decision-making. Today, with
the Russian invasion of Ukraine, and alarming re-
ports from the UN Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, it is increasingly significant. The
work of our researchers and scientists has be-
come more urgent and more needed. How will the
present situation affect climate, food security,
minerals, transport, human rights and human
beings — today, and in the future? And how can we
find answers to these pressing realities?

Within Mistra Geopolitics, the UN Sustainable
Development Goals are guiding stars. The SDG
Synergies process and tools developed as part of
the programme will help governments assess and
analyse synergies and trade-offs in their national
decision-making around implementation of the
SDGs and indeed in their Voluntary National Review
reports to the UN in this historic period.

International peace and security based on geo-
political knowledge is essential if the world wants to
achieve the SDG targets. Therefore, the impact of
emerging technologies is another important theme
within Mistra Geopolitics. A dialogue with decision-
makers and researchers has taken place on topics
like climate security risks, decarbonization, the role
of trade and the private sector. This, as well as
transboundary climate risks and agricultural com-
modity flows, has been part of this year’s research.

The Mistra Geopolitics programme wants to critically
examine how the dynamics of geopolitics, security
and global environmental change interrelate. Our work
is carried out in an interlinked and collaborative way.

Thank you to all participating scientists and
experts, research institutions, universities and
partners who have contributed to the excellent
work of the past year! The Board of Mistra
Geopolitics hereby proudly presents the
annual report of 2021 in the hope that the
results achieved will take the world a few
steps closer to fulfiling the SDGs.

Lena Ek,
Chair of the Board



FOREWORD BY MISTRA GEOPOLITICS
PROGRAMME DIRECTOR

Geopolitics, climate change and societal transformations toward decarbonization and resilience
are tightly linked. This has been the rationale behind Mistra Geopolitics since we launched this
research programme in 2017. With the Russian invasion of Ukraine, our contributions to research

and policy are painfully more relevant than ever.

programme. New expertise was recruited in several

areas, allowing us to take on new research challenges
to improve understanding of the interaction between changing
geopolitics and sustainable development, and now also
emerging technologies. We are particularly pleased to wel-
come a new cohort of PhD candidates, a move that provides
assurance that Mistra Geopolitics continues to build future
analytical capacity.

I ast year marked the start of the second phase of our

Our programme has provided several novel results that speak
directly to the Russian invasion of Ukraine. Under the research
theme Food Security we have assessed links between geo-
political interests in a world impacted by climate change, Under
the research theme Decarbonization, fossil fuel dependency
has been examined in the geopolitics of critical materials and
recycling. Climate adaptations and a rule-based international
order have been explored in the research theme Foresight Ca-
pabilities and Emerging Technologies.

In an impassioned address at the negotiations to approve the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s Sixth Assess-
ment Report on impact, adaptation and vulnerability, Dr
Svitlana Krakovska, an IPCC lead author and head of the
Ukrainian delegation, explicitly set out these links. She said
that the world’s dependency on Russian oil and natural gas
had provided national revenues which had been used to boost
its military capacity and support a full-scale invasion. She also
warned that a breakdown in a rule-based international order
would threaten critical international collaboration on climate
change and other momentous challenges.

Moreover, Dr Krakovska highlighted how water crises in
Russia-occupied Crimea and other parts of eastern and southern
Ukraine following droughts in recent years have contributed
to the struggle to secure climate-impacted resources.! It is
not only fossil fuel resources that are factors in the conflict,
but also control of rich agricultural land which will become
vital as global food production risks being increasingly im-
pacted by global warming.

For five years, Mistra Geopolitics has explored the geopolitical
risks and opportunities connected to decarbonization, fossil
fuel incumbents, vulnerability to climate change and global
supply chains, among other areas. We also seek to under-
stand how global environmental and sustainability governance
can provide opportunities in a changing geopolitical land-
scape. For example, although Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
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Yi stressed that climate change issues cannot be an “oasis”
separated from broader disputes in the long run, the United
States and China still managed to agree on a joint platform
for climate action at COP26 in Glasgow (read more in the
feature: From COP26 to Stockholm+50). What this will
actually deliver remains to be seen, but the legacy of the 1972
Stockholm Conference on the Human Environment in parti-
cular shows the importance of environmental cooperation as
a platform for dialogue between geopolitical rivals.

A core ambition of Mistra Geopolitics is to provide research
that can identify and strengthen the opportunities for peace
and security and human security that can arise in the dynamics
of a changing geopolitical landscape and the pursuit of sus-
tainable development.

Bjérn-Ola Linnér
Programme Director

T www.climatechangenews.com/2022/03/01/under-attack-the-ukrainian-
climate-scientist-fighting-for-survival/




WHAT IS MISTRA GEOPOLITICS?

istra Geopolitics is a research programme that criti-
M cally examines how the dynamics of geopoalitics,

security and global environmental change inter-
relate in the 21st Century. It seeks to develop strategies to
better navigate and tackle increasing geopolitical insecurity
while taking advantage of opportunities created through inno-
vation and technological development. Mistra Geopolitics
combines theory testing and development with a co-creation
approach. A variety of stakeholders from the public, private
and civil society sectors are actively involved to ensure that the
programme’s theoretical perspectives and empirical research
are relevant for the people who will translate them into policy
and action.

HOW WE WORK

Mistra Geopolitics is an interdisciplinary research programme
that brings together researchers from different fields of exper-
tise, to combine their intellectual skills. This effective, and
sometimes challenging, approach is necessary to understand
the complex world we live in. The programme consists of two
phases, each lasting four years. 2021 marks the first year of
Phase I, which will run until 2024. Mistra Geopolitics explores
the interactions between peace and security, human security,
global environment change, and global environmental govern-
ance. We do this by focusing on the transformative potential
of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the
rapid global environmental change, and the new and emerging
technologies that shape the geopolitical landscape and the
prospects for sustainable development.

WP1FOOD
SECURITY

1.1 Interconnected food
security risk

1.2 Promoting food security in
an area of environmental
and geopolitical change

OCEANS

2.2 Small Island States:

arctic governance

\WP2 SUSTAINABLE

2.1 Geopolitics of Blue Economy

“Geopolitics of marginality”

2.3 Geopolitical impacts on state
and stakeholder views on

Our research in Phase Il will mainly concentrate on three
empirical areas, or themes, with a fourth overarching theme in
which we will develop the programme’s core mission to
enhance foresight capacity in a changing geopolitical land-
scape influenced by the emergence of new technologies.
These themes have been developed in close dialogue with
our stakeholder partners from Phase I. The themes are:

The Geopolitics of Food Security
The Geopolitics of Sustainable Oceans
The Geopolitics of Decarbonization

Foresight Capabilities and Emerging Technologies

We believe it is essential that research findings are synthesized
and communicated in an accessible, comprehensible and
credible way that engages key audiences. We have a specific
work package (see Figure 1) dedicated to communication,
engagement, synthesis and rapid response. Mistra Geopolitics
also offers a four-year research school mandated with the task
of training the next generation of scholars.

Mistra Geopolitics is a consortium that includes both Swedish
and international partners. These partners are: the Stockholm
Environment Institute (SEI); the Stockholm International Peace
Research Institute (SIPRI); Linkdping University; Uppsala Univer-
sity; Stockholm University; and Lund University, as well as the
think-tanks E3G (“Third-Generation Environmentalism”, UK) and
adelphi (Germany). The programme is funded by Mistra, the
Swedish Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research.

WP3
DECARBONIZATION

3.1 Frontrunners in the transformation:
the geopolitcs of
sustainable resource and finance flows

3.2 Carbon Lock-in: fossil interests,
infrastructures and ideas

3.3 Governing large-scale transformations:
State repsonses to large scale climate risk

\WP4 FORESIGHT CAPABILITIES AND EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

4.1 Anticipating geopolitical futures

4.2 New technologies and geopolitics of sustainable development

4.3 Applying artificial intelligence methodologies to forecast climate emergencies and population displacement
4.4 Anticipating the future; humanitarian aid in a changing climate

WP5 RESEARCH SCHOOL

5.1 Course work (2x7.5 ECTS credits) 5.3 Seminar series on co-production and policy outreach
5.2 Visiting scholar programme 5.4 Research seminars/workshops

WPE COMMUNICATION, ENGAGEMENT, SYNTHESIS AND RAPID RESPONSE

6.1 Engagement

6.2 Synthesis and Rapid repsonse

STRATEGIC FUND
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THEME 1:

FOOD SECURITY

OUR RESEARCH FOCUS AND KEY CONTRIBUTION

In recent years, there has been a considerable
increase in global food insecurity. Half of the
world’s population lives in the 50 most food-
insecure countries — mainly located in Africa,
the Middle East and Central Asia. Challenges
to food security have been amplified by the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, climate change
and persistent armed conflicts, often fuelled
by geopolitical tensions.

weden and EU actors are affected by transnational

risks to food security from climate change, but also

play a key role in mitigating or amplifying these risks.
Development cooperation and supply chain governance are
crucial tools in this regard. Against this backdrop, the three
research areas in the food security work package focus on
the following issues.

B Swedish national responses to transnational food security
risks from climate change. Building on the Stockholm
Geopolitical Scenarios developed in Phase | of the Mistra
Geopolitics research programme, this work will contribute to
better understanding transnational climate risks. This, in turn,
will help to inform the policy dialogues and national and global
policy processes that are seeking to facilitate and build
resilience to systemic climate risk, including the Glasgow-
Sharm el-Sheikh work programme on the global goal on
adaptation — one of the key outcomes of COP26 in Glasgow.

H Informing public policies to address the negative exter-
nalities of agro-commodity chains. Europe has been a
major importer of raw materials from countries in the global
South and the consumption patterns of EU citizens have
contributed to deforestation of the Brazilian Amazon, which
represents one of the greatest challenges to global conser-
vation and climate change mitigation goals. In fact, about
50% of Brazilian beef exports are likely linked to deforesta-
tion. We analyse new mandatory due diligence (MDD)
regulations for holding companies accountable for environ-
mental harm and human rights violations in production
sites, asking, for example: What are the impacts and
outcomes of MDD on land use in Brazil and in particular on
local populations’ access to lands, livelihoods and food
security? How do the trade and sustainability policies of
geopolitical constellations, in particular Chinese businesses,
influence the implementation and outcomes of European
MDD regulations?

B Examining how Sweden and international partners
can contribute to food security through development
cooperation in the face of environmental change and
geopolitical shifts. We examine when and how interna-
tional aid could alleviate food insecurities, considering that a
complex set of political and economic factors will shape the
effectiveness of aid in combating food insecurity. A particular
focus is on contexts characterized by interactions between
armed conflict and climate change impacts, which are main
drivers of food crises.

Wolf Avni / Shutterstock
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IMPACT AND STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

There have been various engagements with stakeholders in
Sweden and internationally during 2021 drawing on research
on the food security theme within Mistra Geopolitics.

THE SWEDISH CLIMATE ADAPTATION STRATEGY

The National Expert Council for Climate Adaptation in Sweden
has been commissioned by the Swedish government to draft
a background report to inform revision of the Swedish Climate
Adaptation Strategy. A specific focus for the updated strategy
has been incorporating transboundary climate risk (TCR) in a
Swedish context for the first time. Frida Lager and Magnus
Benzie (SEl) have contributed to significant reports in this
area, specifically “New risk horizons: Sweden’s exposure to
climate risk via international trade” (Lager and Benzie 2021)
and “Climate change, trade, and global food security: a global
assessment of transboundary climate risks in agricultural
commodity flows” (Adams et al. 2021), work that started in
Phase | of the research programme. During 2020 and 2021
they have built a close relationship with the writing team at the

“Half of the world’s population
lives in the 50 most food-
insecure countries — mainly

located in Africa, the Middle
East and Central Asia.”

National Expert Council and, for example, have contributed
written examples of TCR relevant to Sweden for inclusion in
its forthcoming report.

SUPPLY CHAIN GOVERNANCE

Maria-Therese Gustafsson (Stockholm University) and part-
ners have presented their research on supply chain gover-
nance at stakeholder events at Sida, the German Institute for
International and Security Affairs and the Raoul Wallenberg
Institute during 2021. As new supply chain regulations that
build on a MDD approach are debated in different European
countries and at the EU level, they and others discussed the
possibilities and limitations of such regulations.

AID PROVISION

Highlights of stakeholder engagements on aid provision in
the face of interactions between climate change and conflict
included an expert meeting with the UN environment pro-
gramme on the development of a new tool, the STRATA Earth
Stress monitor. This web-based mapper, which Nina von
Uexkull (Uppsala University) contributed to, helps end-users
to easily identify where environmental and climate stresses
are converging.

Von Uexkull was also invited to speak on security challenges
from climate change at the Japanese Ministry of Defense,
informing the ministry’s work on this topic.

Lisa Dellmuth (Stockholm University) participated in COP26
as part of the Research and Independent NGO constituency,
and spoke as a panellist at a webinar entitled “Is the interna-
tional system equipped to manage climate risk?” during the
London Climate Action Week in June 2021.

RESEARCH TEAM FOOD SECURITY

L

Maria-Therese Gustafsson  Elizabeth Smith
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OUR RESEARCH FOCUS AND KEY
CONTRIBUTIONS

Oceans are crucial to human security world-
wide. They provide food, livelihoods and jobs
and serve as an important source of energy
and coastal and marine resources. Maritime
security has attracted increased interest since
codification of the Law of the Sea in 1982.

oday, the geopolitics of the oceans are experiencing

far-reaching change as more than half of all maritime

boundaries have not yet been settled, and the gov-
ernance of the deep sea, which constitutes 95% of global
oceans, is currently subject to transformative renegotiation.
Power struggles over oceans involve resource competition,
changed trade and resource flows, food security and cli-
mate-induced displacement and migration following loss of
territory, not least for small island states. However, oceans
also form a thriving arena for interstate cooperation and are
included in the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-

ment through Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 14,
“Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine
resources for sustainable development”.

The research theme on sustainable oceans recognizes the
paramount role that oceans play in the successful implemen-
tation of the 2030 Agenda.

Our research will examine how geopolitical dynamics shape
the prospects for legitimate and effective governance of the
seas, including the governance of maritime security and
oceanic resources. It will pay particular attention to the political
dynamics of the Arctic region, and among the Small Island
Developing States (SIDS) in the Pacific Ocean. Power struggles
and climate-induced challenges linked to food security,
displacement and migration will also be studied. Research
will explore how political boundaries and disputes are shaped
in the exclusive economic zones (EEZs) and the deep seas,
and in relation to commercial, geostrategic and energy interests.
It will map tensions and new forms of collaboration between
states, civil society organizations and private sector companies,
and ask how societal transformations towards sustainable
and secure oceans may be envisaged.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 |9



Elise Remling

Priyatma Singh

The sustainable oceans theme is organized into three
sub-projects, which will examine the following issues.

Geopolitics of the blue economy. The first sub-project
emerges from the observation that over half of the world’s
marine boundaries are not settled, and that socioeconomic
activity is increasingly turning to the seas for energy,
service provision and food. This development goes hand-
in-hand with an expansion of deep-seabed exploration
and the roll-out of a questionable mining code. At the
same time, sea-level rise is impacting countries’ coastal
delimitations and therefore the legal baseline for EEZs.
This makes a problematic cocktail of interactions and a
minefield of geopolitical dynamics.

We wiill focus on two areas, the first of which is: How can
marine regional cooperation contribute to a peaceful and

sustainable governance of a blue economy? What geopolit-
ical dynamics pose the greatest threats to regional coopera-
tion and to the possibility of equitable access to blue re-
sources and benefits? The second area concerns the mining
code and asks: How are economic and social gains estimated
and valued in relation to environmental protection across
time and space? How is equity among states supposed to
be reached? Which actors are dominant or marginal?

4“‘4 . A.’.

Anders Hansson

Lisa Dellmuth Malaika Mikaelsson
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Elin Leander

Emilie Broek

Small island states: “geopolitics of marginality”. The
second sub-project focuses on the large ocean states in the
Pacific (formally known as SIDS). In this context, the gover-
nance of oceans in the Anthropocene is not only an environ-
mental and economic challenge but also one that carries
national, human and ontological security dimensions, linked
to risks of climate-induced displacement, relocation and
migration. The sub-project explores three questions.

— How might geopolitical changes create opportunities for, or
threats to, the capacity of SIDS to cope with climate change?

—How do stakeholders in SIDS make sense of environmen-
tal and geopolitical changes and how do these changes
influence efforts to achieve the SDGs?

— What are the discourses and points of tension related to
climate-induced displacement, relocation and migration?

Geopolitical impacts on state and stakeholder views
on Artic governance. The third sub-project aims to as-
sist policymaking and achieving sustainable Arctic gover-
nance. Its starting point is an acknowledgement that the
views of political elites matter for international political out-
comes, where political elites are understood as individuals
in leading positions in sub-national or national government
(state) organisations as well as in businesses, civil society,
media and research (non-state).

The sub-project will focus on the views of political elites in
relation to Arctic governance, both in terms of elements of
successful Arctic governance and the perceived challenges
that political elites are faced with today, but also broader
perceptions of Arctic governance institutions, their proce-
dures and outputs, and their appropriateness.

Between 2022 and 2024, this sub-project will examine the
effects of elite perceptions of geopolitical shifts in Russia
and Sweden on the trust that these elites have in Arctic
sustainability policies and institutions.

Victoria Wibeck Bjorn-Ola Linnér

Franco Vaccarino



THEME 3:
DECARBONIZATION

OUR RESEARCH FOCUS AND
KEY CONTRIBUTIONS

The Paris Agreement calls for decarbonization
efforts on an unprecedented scale and pace.
This entails radical change for societies and
supporting resource flows. The production and
use of fossil fuels have to decline and some
industrial value chains may have to scale down
or relocate while others will expand. These
changes affect regions and people that currently
rely on unsustainable practices for their liveli-
hood and way of living.

ecent increases in the price of gas and fossil fuel-
R derived electricity within Europe have shown the

diverse responses that emerge when different states
are faced with higher energy costs. Some frame it as an
opportunity to increase their ambitions for renewable energy
and efficiency, while others take the opposite perspective.
The politics of carbon lock-in illustrate how fossil fuel
dependence can build resistance to deep decarbonization
policies. At the same time, actors that offer and control
inputs and supply chains for green technologies may gain
economically and politically from decarbonization.

The decarbonization research theme explores which actors
and geographical regions stand to gain or lose from the shift
from fossil fuels to renewable sources of energy and materials,

and how interests, institutions and ideas can be transformed
to break carbon lock-ins and meet the ambitions of the Paris
Agreement. We unpack the geopolitical dynamics of the
transformation in three projects.

1 The first project will focus on enhancing our understanding
of the underlying interests and motivations that drive actors
to become transformation frontrunners.

© The second project will study the geopolitical interests,
institutions and ideas that uphold the fossil-fuelled economy
and thereby contribute to carbon lock-in.

= The third project will focus on state responses to governing
large-scale transformations.

Our research will increase understanding of how and why
geopolitical considerations influence the direction and pace
of transformation processes. It will also contribute to a better
understanding of how to respond to the identified lock-ins by
including a justice perspective of the transformation.

IMPACT AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT

During 2021 researchers within the decarbonization theme
have been active as seminar presenters, guest lecturers and
workshop organisers and have made media appearances in
Sweden and internationally. This has enabled dissemination
of our research, spreading scientific discussions to experts
and to a non-academic audience, including policymakers
and governmental officials.
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GEOPOLITICS OF CRITICAL MATERIALS AND RECYCLING

The geopolitics of critical materials and recycling has been
part of three different events where the audience discussed
our research and how it relates to their own experience and
situation. The first event was organised by the Montreal Re-
sources and Environmental Economics Workshop while the
second targeted European policymakers and was hosted by
the French Institute for Higher National Defense Studies and
the European Security and Defence College. The third event
was a public lecture organised by the Lund Association of
Foreign Affairs. All three events clarified the implications of
our research and how it can be used in practice. The events
also informed us about the topics and questions that different
audiences find relevant to explore more in the future.

“Recent increases in the price
of gas and fossil fuel-derived
electricity within Europe have

shown the diverse responses
that emerge when different
states are faced with higher
energy costs.”

GEOPOLITICS OF EXTREME RISK AND TIPPING POINTS

Our consortium partner, the international think-tank E3G, has
begun to investigate the geopolitics of extreme risk and tipping
points. This has involved desk-based research on the latest
science of extreme risk and on current government approaches
to climate risk management. During 2021 E3G facilitated a
workshop entitled “Is Europe ready for the geopoalitics of tipping
points?” The workshop was designed to bring members of the
scientific community together with government officials and
civil society experts. There were 18 participants, including from
the EU External Action Service and several EU member state
foreign ministry officials, as well as senior representatives from
several NGOs and think-tanks. Professor Tim Lenton from the
University of Exeter presented his research on climate tipping
point risk. The workshop will inform a briefing note to be
published in early 2022 on the implications of extreme risk for
international cooperation and governance of geoengineering
and negative emissions approaches.

THE SWEDISH CLIMATE POLICY COUNCIL

In her capacity as a member of the Swedish Climate Policy
Council, Karin Backstrand, Professor in environmental social
science at the Department of Political Science at Stockholm
University, participated in COP26 in Glasgow at a side event
hosted by the United Kingdom Climate Commission at which
the International Climate Councils Network (ICCN) was
launched. The ICCN is a forum to facilitate collaboration and
mutual support between climate councils from around the
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world. At another side event Professor Backstrand took part
in a panel discussion, “Empowering policymakers with
informed scientific knowledge to address the climate crisis:
what can we learn from the Covid-19 response?”, convened
by UK Research and Innovation. The panel explored how to
mobilise scientific communities across the world in response
to climate change and how to accelerate action and en-
courage political ambitions, tools, finance and coordination
through debate.

Also in 2021 Professor Backstrand chaired a panel, “50 years
of multilateral diplomacy: taking stock and moving forward”,
at the launch of the Earth System Governance Research
Centre at Stockholm University, and presented at EUROPA-
PERSPEKTIV 2021, which was arranged by the Swedish
Institute for Foreign Affairs, among others.

RESEARCH TEAM DECARBONIZATION

- —

André Méanberger Daria lvleva

Taylor Dimsdale

Claudia Strambo

Dennis Tanzler Eugéne Petelin

Ebba Minas

Patricio Calles Cleo Verkuijl

Elisa Arond




THEME 4:

FORESIGHT CAPABILITIES AND
EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

This theme is taking a broad approach, with an
overarching theme of future-oriented perspec-
tives on the interplay between geopolitics and
sustainable development. As the most promi-
nent forward-looking vision of how a sustain-
able world could be achieved, the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development plays an
important role in our work.

e live in a world defined by multiple transfor-
W mative processes — ecological, technical and
political. The rapid development of digitalization
and information and communications technology is one

such formidable force that will alter the dynamics of sustain-
able development and geopolitics in the coming decades.

Our research will focus on developing innovative tools and
methods that will help actors implement the 2030 Agenda and
achieve the SDGs. Our interest in emerging technologies is

twofold: we are interested in them both as study objects (e.g.
How are states and international organizations utilizing new
technologies in achieving the SDGs?), and as tools for develop-
ing early warning systems for armed conflict and human dis-
placement. We also examine how super-national (EU) non-state
actors anticipate future challenges and humanitarian needs,
and how they are developing capacity to respond to crises.

IMPACT AND STAKEHOLDER
ENGAGEMENT

INFORMING SWEDEN’S VOLUNTARY NATIONAL REVIEW

As part of the UN follow-up and review mechanisms, the
2030 Agenda encourages member states to conduct regular
and inclusive reviews of their progress at the national and
sub-national levels. These so-called voluntary national reviews
(VNRs) serve as a basis for the regular reviews by the UN’s
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EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES

High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF)
held each year in New York.

In 2021, Sweden volunteered to submit a VNR report to the UN.
As part of the VNR, SEI's SDG Synergies process and tool
(www.sdgsynergies.org), developed within Mistra Geopolitics,
was utilized to help the government systematically assess and
analyse synergies and trade-offs in the national implementation
of the SDGs. SDG Synergies is a method designed to help
decision-makers understand how SDGs or associated targets
interact in a given context. It provides a basis for priority setting,
cross-sectoral collaboration and assessing alternative develop-
ment pathways that can drive progress on the whole 2030
Agenda. In the analysis for the government, Mistra Geopolitics
researchers were able to identify a ranking list of the most
“catalytic” SDGs — those goals that will result in the most pro-
gress on the Agenda as a whole in the national implementation
of the Agenda in Sweden. This work delivered seminal analysis
in the context of a country’s VNR. There is more information
about this in the feature on Sweden'’s review of the SDGs.

EMERGING TECHNOLOGIES

On the theme of emerging technologies, researchers from
Mistra Geopolitics were invited to brief the UN Security Coun-
cil as part of an Arria-formula meeting on “The impact of
emerging technologies on international peace and security”,
which China had organized under its presidency of the council.

14 | MISTRA GEOPOLITICS

The presentation covered trends in the development and use
of emerging technologies, opportunities and risks for interna-
tional peace and security, and how the international commu-
nity could act to ensure that emerging technologies are gov-
erned in an effective, inclusive manner. More information and
a recording of the presentation can be found on www.mistra-
geopolitics.se

Also, a session on “Al: opportunities and risk for develop-
ment” was organized at a SIPRI/Swedish Ministry for Foreign
Affairs forum on peace and development. The session ex-
plored some of the ways in which artificial intelligence could
support or undermine human and economic development.

EARLY WARNING SYSTEM

In 2021, VIEWS (Violence Early-Warning System) — the early
warning system for armed conflicts developed within this
work package — became a key partner in the research con-
sortium behind the UN-led Sahel Predictive Analytics (Sahel
PA) project. By studying the interconnectedness of displace-
ment, climate risks, food insecurity, increased violence and
threats to livelihoods in the Sahel region, the project aims to
assist the international community in moving from a reactive
mode to a proactive/anticipatory one, break down silos, en-
sure an integrated approach to secure common outcomes,
and seek opportunities for transformation and innovation in a
region of enormous potential.



Following a request by the Special Coordinator for the Sahel,
results from the PA project were compiled into a high-level
report, which is to be published in 2022. In addition to a
stand-alone contribution to this report in the form of a conflict
risk analysis for the Sahel, VIEWS researchers also served as
lead authors for a sub-chapter in the report. Moreover, the PA
project was mentioned in the UN Secretary General’'s 2021
report to the UN Economic and Social Council on the Sahel.
The UN Special Advisor on Climate Action (Andrew Harper)
also shared conflict forecasts from the VIEWS project in a
presentation to the Deputy Secretary General in the spring of
2021 and VIEWS findings were submitted to the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees for use in events on the margins
of the September 2021 General Assembly and COP26.

CLIMATE SECURITY

A study on the role of the Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) in the field of climate security
was conducted as part of the project “Anticipating the future:
humanitarian aid in a changing climate”. The study was pre-
sented at a policy dialogue event organized by the Swedish
OSCE delegation in Vienna in September 2021.

Another study on regional cooperation on climate-related
security risks in the Mediterranean was also conducted
during 2021. This study was presented at a high-level policy
event organized by the Istituto Affari Internazionali, Union for
the Mediterranean and OSCE Mediterranean Partnership in
December 2021.

RESEARCH TEAM FORESIGHT

Sara Talebian

Maxine Leis Marie Francisco Rickard Séder

Nina von Uexkull

“The rapid development
of digitalization and
information and
communications
technologies is a force

that will alter the
dynamics of sustain-
able development and
geopolitics in the
coming decades.”

. |

Anna Michalski
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MISTRA GEOPOLITICS
RESEARCH SCHOOL

The Mistra Geopolitics research programme includes a four-year research school tasked with
training the next generation of scholars in methods, theories and data collection for advanced
analysis of geopolitics and sustainable development.

he Mistra Geopolitics research school contributes
to the overall goal of the research programme by
exploring the interaction between geopolitics, human

security and global environmental change, offering training
to doctoral students.

The research school is hosted by Stockholm University.
Seven PhD students have been recruited in Phase Il and they
all have their positions at one of the partner universities in the
research programme: Linkdping University, Lund University,
Stockholm University or Uppsala University.

The research school invites scholars from the partner univer-
sities, together with participants in the work packages and the
programme’s scientific advisory board, to participate in its

MEET OUR NEW

PHD CANDIDA

MEET EBBA MINAS

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

| joined the Mistra Geopolitics
programme in February 2021.
What appealed to me was the
multidisciplinary approach, as |
come from a multidisciplinary
academic background. | was
also attracted to the programme
because of the research areas.
The project works on some of the biggest challenges we face
today, and | am very excited to be a part of that.

What is your research area of interest?

My research interests are decarbonization, global gover-
nance and state capacity. States are central actors in the
decarbonization of society, which is a key part of achieving
the goals set out in the Paris Agreement. Their capacity to
decarbonize society, as well as the factors that can enable or
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activities. The training offered by the research school includes
courses on geopolitical challenges and environmental gover-
nance as well as
seminars where
senior scholars
offer feedback
on doctoral
students’ work
and where issues
related to policy
outreach and
research
communication
are discussed.

Research School Leads: Niklas Bremberg,
Associate Senior Lecturer at Stockholm University
and Lisa Dellmuth, Professor of International
Relations, Stockholm University.

-5

hinder this transition, are therefore a vital aspect of tackling
climate change.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the issue
of climate change?

The more | learn, the more optimistic | get. We have the tools
we need to tackle the issue, as a result of a wide range and
large amount of research being conducted on the topic. In
addition, the current political climate and public engagement
with climate change has put the issue at the forefront of local,
regional and global politics, and | believe we are now in a much
better position to address it than we were only a few years ago.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

What | am most looking forward to is working with the wide
range of researchers from different fields and with different
areas of expertise. | believe it is a great setting to learn more
about the research field as well as being a researcher in a
multidisciplinary research programme.



MEET MARIE FRANCISCO

Why did you decide to join
the Mistra Geopolitics re-
search school?

The research school was the
perfect opportunity to discuss
the interaction between sustain-
able development, geopolitics
and new technologies, which
are three areas | am very pas-
sionate about. Joining the Mistra
Geopolitics research school also
gave me the chance to meet a group of smart, like-minded
PhD students, which | am very grateful for.

What is your research area of interest?

| am interested in exploring the discourses around new tech-
nologies and sustainable development. More particularly, my
PhD project aims to analyse how different international actors
make sense of artificial intelligence (Al) in the context of envi-
ronmental governance. Put simply, my research is about
discovering the underlying discourses, assumptions and

expectations that different international actors have about Al
and its role for climate action.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the issue
of climate change?

Climate change, but also biodiversity loss, and the social
impact they have on different populations are probably the
most pressing issues of our time. It is even more challenging
considering the complex interrelations involved. In this sense,
Mistra Geopoalitics is an opportunity to uncover and reflect upon
these interrelations and give stakeholders and researchers the
tools they need to ensure a better future for everyone.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

| am looking forward to hearing the different perspectives and
insights of all the participants. We have very diverse back-
grounds and come from different parts of the world. The
research school is the perfect forum to challenge each other’s
perspective and enhance our understanding of climate
change, geopolitics and sustainable development in general.

MEET EUGENE PETELIN

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

| was looking to combine my
newly gained environmental
knowledge with the international
relations and security perspec-
tive, and to contribute to global
sustainability through academic
research, teaching and policy
advice. The Mistra Geopolitics
programme accumulates research from different fields and
puts it into a geopolitical perspective. This intersection of know-
ledge attracted me the most. And the research school also a
great opportunity to learn relevant methods and theories.

What is your research area of interest?

My research is focused on the security and geopoalitical im-
plications of circular economy (CE) transformation. Several
countries outside of the EU — such as China and South Korea
— have introduced their strategies for a CE. The European
Commission put forward an initial CE package in 2014 led by
EU countries that were introducing national CE strategies
(including Finland, Sweden, Spain and France). These dynamics
imply local and global shifts in production and consumption
patterns. The implications of this transformation will go beyond
geographical borders. At the same time, the way in which
these circular strategies are designed can be affected by

geopolitical concerns. | explore how CE strategies and thus
circular transformation in different countries are affected by
security concerns and how this can lead to closer collaboration.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the issue
of climate change?

My position is that climate change is happening, and to avoid
the worst-case scenario, the issue must be addressed from
many perspectives. We need strong collaboration between
different fields of science, between different actors across
societies, and between all countries. The multidisciplinary
nature of the Mistra Geopolitics programme, its collaborative
approach towards stakeholders, and its global perspective
provide an important mix for advancing sustainable trans-
formation and addressing climate change.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

What excites me the most is the opportunity to discuss my
research ideas with professors, senior researchers and other
participants. Like every PhD candidate, | get many ideas
about applicable theories, concepts and methods. An oppor-
tunity to discuss these ideas and reflect in a multidisciplinary
environment with a common geopolitical umbrella is valuable.
We have already been through a PhD course “Anthropocene
geopoalitics: rethinking environmental risk, security, and conflict”
and a PhD workshop. Both experiences shaped my research
in the best way possible and gave me more ideas.
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MEET MALAIKA MIKAELSSON

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

My decision to apply to the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school stems from my interest
in equitable, as well as sustain-
able development. The dis-
course on countries’ progress
towards achieving the SDGs
can often overlook the people
who are not benefiting from the progress achieved: people on
the periphery, those living in precarious circumstances, or
those who are otherwise marginalized and excluded. So |
was intrigued by the fact that the project would focus on geo-
political marginality in the context of Small Island Developing
States, which are often very centrally located in the climate
change discourse, but at the same time find themselves
marginalized in broader decision-making processes. | was
also very drawn to the diverse range of expertise and the
internationality within the school and felt that it would be an
environment in which my knowledge and perspectives would
be well-received.

What is your research area of interest?

My research is part of the sub-project “Small island states: geo-
politics of marginality”, within the “Sustainable Oceans” theme.
This project focuses on how geopolitical changes might create
opportunities for or threats to the capacity of Small Island

Developing States to cope with climate change, and how these
changes spur transformation towards sustainable develop-
ment. My research will focus on how stakeholders in these
states make sense of environmental and geopolitical changes
and how these changes influence efforts to achieve the SDGs,
as well as the discourses and points of tension related to
climate-induced displacement, relocation and migration.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the
issue of climate change?

The breadth and depth of the knowledge and experience
within the Mistra Geopolitics research school, along with the
evident commitment to work across disciplines, makes me
optimistic that Mistra Geopolitics has the capacity to contri-
bute to the global effort to deal with climate change. One of
the most important aspects of this is the fact that the pro-
gramme brings a critical perspective, given the unprecedented
scale and nature of the challenges the world is facing now.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

I'm looking forward to learning; to expanding the scope of my
own knowledge and skills! But also, having grown up in
Guyana, itself a Small Island Developing State, | have always
been aware of the real-world consequences of geopolitics,
and the ways in which their influence on development prac-
tices and policy approaches can impact a society’s develop-
ment. So, | look forward to bringing a perspective to the
research school that enhances the diversity of views and to
being a part of a strong international research group.

MEET TANUSHREE RAO

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

| joined the Mistra Geopolitics
research school as I’'m drawn to
how it aims to find solutions to
global problems in an interdisci-
plinary way. There are many
important themes addressed in

\“‘f\\ the programme, and its industry
R linkages show how collective

action across various sectors is important to progress.

What is your research area of interest?

My research area is international aid, looking particularly at its
relationship with food security, displacement and humanitarian
crises. I'm also interested in how power imbalances, coloniality,
marginalisation and inequality present unique challenges in
these areas.
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What are your thoughts on our ability to address the
issue of climate change?

As a society, over the next few decades we are all likely to be
affected by climate- and environment-related issues and
there are many overlaps between the various challenges we
face. The research we conduct as part of Mistra Geopolitics
is, of course, only a small part of the solution, but never-
theless it’s incredibly important that high-quality research
and evidence, particularly considering interdisciplinary
perspectives, underpins how we move forward. | think we can
make a valuable contribution here.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

I'm looking forward to more opportunities for collaboration
and finding overlaps between our work. Our last workshop
showed that, despite our diverse research areas, there are
many common themes, ideas, theories, philosophies, cases
and more.



MEET RICKARD SODER

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

Two reasons were particularly
important for my decision to join
Mistra Geopolitics’ research
school. To begin with, | believe
the research topics and ques-
tions of the Mistra Geopolitics
research programme are very
significant. The programme ties
together pressing issues and seeks answers to important
questions. Furthermore, the programme and the research
school provide an inspiring and rewarding context for aspiring
researchers. The multidisciplinary nature of the programme
allows us to explore issues from different perspectives and
we are supported by great researchers and organizations.

What is your research area of interest?

My research area of interest is how different actors account for
the consequences of climate change and handle related risks.

In Mistra Geopolitics, | specifically focus on how non-govern-
mental humanitarian organizations predict future changes and
develop methods and capabilities to handle potential crises.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the
issue of climate change?

| am generally positive about people’s ability to mitigate and
handle challenges, but | find it difficult to give an unambiguous
answer to this question. With regard to the climate, it is clear
that the earth is no longer what it once was. What matters
then is to limit the extent of climate change and manage its
consequences. | think there are opportunities to do so, to
make decisions now that will alleviate future difficulties, but it
requires resources, joint efforts and determination.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

| am looking forward to following the other PhDs’ fascinating
projects, to developing my own research in meetings and
discussions with others, and to getting to know new people
and contexts.

MEET MAXINE LEIS

Why did you decide to join the
Mistra Geopolitics research
school?

The Mistra Geopolitics re-
search school provides many
exciting opportunities. | think
that one of its most significant
advantages is its interdiscipli-
nary approach. The interdisci-
plinarity is not only related to
the research questions that are
studied, but it also includes various methodological ap-
proaches. Another great advantage of the research school is
its closeness to the policy world, and with this, the school’s
aim to foster our abilities to communicate to a multidisciplinary
audience.

[ h2d 2B

What is your research area of interest?

My scientific background is a master’'s degree in peace and
conflict studies at Uppsala University. My main research area
of interest is population displacement in the context of differ-
ent forms of violent conflicts and natural hazards. An essential

part of my research is the application of various machine-learn-
ing approaches to better understand the connection between
displacement and contextual factors, as well as to explore
predictive capabilities.

What are your thoughts on our ability to address the
issue of climate change?

Addressing the issue of climate change and its consequences
is urgent. While many uncertainties challenge research on
climate change, | think that our interdisciplinary approach
provides crucial advantages, such as combining qualitative
and quantitative data collection knowledge.

What are you looking forward to the most about joining
the research school?

Since joining the research school in January 2021, | have
enjoyed broadening my knowledge through the PhD course
provided by the school. At the same time, it has been exciting
to get to know other PhD students and researchers with
various backgrounds. | am looking forward to continuing
these exchanges, which allow us to think outside of our own
research narratives and learn from each other.
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REPORT REVEALS MAJOR CLIMATE
RISKS TO GLOBAL FOOD TRADE

In a groundbreaking report, Kevin M. Adams
and Magnus Benzie from Mistra Geopolitics
and SEI summarized key insights on climate
change, trade and food security.

he report, “Climate change, trade, and global food

security: A global assessment of transboundary

climate risks in agricultural commodity flows”
(Adams et al. 2021), reveals climate risks to global food trade
in six major agricultural commodities: staple commodities
(maize, rice and wheat), highly embedded commaodities (soy
and sugar cane) and luxury commodities (coffee) and
concludes that they constitute a serious global challenge.

Agriculture is one of the most exposed sectors to climate
change, both over the short term, as extreme weather events
increase in frequency and severity, and the long term, as a
result of broader shifts in climatic patterns, including tempera-
ture and precipitation. Climate change will dramatically impact
agricultural production around the globe. In some cases,
warmer temperatures will reduce yields, while in some limited
circumstances agricultural productivity may increase. Overall,
this assessment suggests that the risks are many times
greater than the opportunities.

“As we anticipate increased impacts due to climate
change, the global community needs to come together to
assure market stability and allow food to be purchased at
affordable prices, or risk social upheaval and new geo-
political challenges,” said Magnus Benzie, co-author of
the report from SEl and Mistra Geopolitics.

This report provides a first systematic, quantitative assessment
of transboundary climate risks to trade in major agricultural
commodities — maize, rice, wheat, soy, sugar cane and coffee.

ALL COUNTRIES AT RISK

The results suggest that all countries are exposed to trans-
boundary climate risks, regardless of development, power or
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Top 50 High Risk Bilateral Trade Relationships for Rice

Visualising the top exporters and importers of climate change risk for global rice trade.
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IMPACT OF

RISK TO EMBEDDED TRADE IMPORTER'S ~ CLIMATE CHANGE

# EXPORTER IMPORTER BILATERAL TRADE FLOW (TONNES) TOTALSTOCK ~ ON PRODUCTION
1 Thailand Brunei Darussalam L] 0.10mn 0.13mn -34.9%
2 Thailand  Benin L] 0.66mn 0.85mn -34.9%
3 Thailand  Georgia O 0.07mn 0.10mn -34.9%
4 USA Honduras ] 0.10mn 0.17mn -31.4%
5 Thailand South Africa L] 1.10mn 2.01mn -34.9%
6 USA El Salvador L] 0.08mn 0.15mn -31.4%
7 Thailand Togo ] 0.15mn 0.30mn -34.9%
8 USA Guatemala L] 0.08mn 0.15mn -31.4%
9  Thailand Cameroon | 0.17mn 0.36mn -34.9%
10 USA Mexico L] 0.73mn 1.41mn -31.4%
11 Thailand Senegal ] 0.75mn 1.71mn -34.9%
12 Guyana Trinidad and Tobago I 0.02mn 0.05mn -35.5%
13 Thailand Ghana | 0.44mn 1.15mn -34.9%
14 Guyana Jamaica [ ] 0.03mn 0.09mn -35.5%
15 Thailand Tunisia ] 0.02mn 0.04mn -34.9%
25 Suriname  Trinidad and Tobago <0.01mn 0.05mn -44.4%
26 USA Jamaica 0.02mn 0.09mn -31.4%
27 Thailand New Zealand 0.04mn 0.19mn -34.9%
28 Thailand  Nigeria 1.20mn 6.20mn -34.9%
29 Thailand Norway 0.04mn 0.22mn -34.9%
30 Thailand  Switzerland 0.07mn 0.39mn -34.9%
45 Thailand  Netherlands 0.09mn 0.72mn -34.9%
46 Thailand Estonia <0.01mn 0.02mn -34.9%
47 Thailand  Puerto Rico 0.01mn 0.09mn -34.9%
48 Thailand Germany 0.29mn 247mn -34.9%
49 Thailand  United Kingdom 0.26mn 2.28mn -34.9%
50 Thailand Zambia <0.01mn 0.05mn -34.9%
SEI

Source: Adams, K.M., Benzie, M., Croft, S. and Sadowski, S. (2021).
Climate change, trade, and global food security: A global assessment of
transboundary climate risks in agricultural commodity flows. SEl report.
Stockholm Environment Institute, Stockholm. http://doi.org/10.51414/
sei2021.009

wealth. Countries in Europe and North America are highly ex-
posed to such risks through foreign imports and can them-
selves be major sources of risk for others. In fact, the US, China
and Brazil are significant sources of climate risk for global com-
modity markets. This is particularly problematic for importers
that depend on such trade for food security or other economic
activity. Key examples include countries in Central and Latin



America and the Caribbean that depend on US imports, and
countries in Asia and Africa that import food from China. Small
Island Developing States and small, globally integrated coun-
tries, like Singapore and Sweden, are also especially vulnerable.
In contrast, Russia, a large commodity exporter, may plausibly
experience increased agricultural production as a result of
climate change, including of maize, soy and rice, but this would
not be enough to offset risks elsewhere.

CLIMATE CHANGE DRIVES SYSTEMIC RISK

Overall, the report concludes that traditional approaches to
managing risk in supply chains, such as substituting high-risk
links with more resilient ones, or hedging risk across a diverse
spread of suppliers, are unlikely to prove effective over long-
term or more extreme scenarios. While addressing climate
risks has historically been understood as a challenge for de-
veloping countries and adaptation planning has often been
conducted at a national, regional or local level, the report
argues this framing of adaptation is out of date and insufficient
for achieving the Paris Agreement’s global goal on adaptation.
Climate change drives systemic risk and will occur every-
where at once. Countries need to work together via multilateral
institutions and processes to achieve the mutually-beneficial
goal of systemic resilience in global agricultural markets.

ABOUT THE REPORT

Climate change, trade, and global food security: A global
assessment of transboundary climate risks in agricultural

commodity flows is published by SEI, Mistra Geopolitics and
Adaptation Without Borders. Authors: Adams, K.M., Benzie,
M., Croft, S. and Sadowski, S. (2021)

Read the report and watch a video, “Climate risks to global
food trade”, on www.mistra-geopolitics.se, in which lead
author Kevin M. Adams summarizes key insights from the
report. The video was also published by the LSE Grantham
Research Institute, resulting in a reach of 1.54 million viewers.

The authors of the report contributed to media coverage in
the Financial Times, Daily World Live, Biz News Post, Trend
Fool, Business Mayor, Business Fast, SVT, Dagens Nyheter,
Swedish Radio, MSN news, Helsingborgs Dagblad and
Sydsvenskan, which together have a total reach of 22 million
potential readers.

Kevin M. Adams,
Researcher on climate
policy at the London
School of Economics,
Research Associate at
SEI 2017-2021

Magnus Benzie,
Research fellow,
Stockholm Environ-
ment Institute
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NEW BOOK:
ANTHROPOCENE
(IN)SECURITIES

The new book “Anthropocene (In)securities: Re-
flection on Collective Survival 50 Years After the
Stockholm Conference” taps into the unfolding
debate about what security means in a time of
environmental instability, inequality and danger.

The book includes a foreword by Ambassador Jan Eliasson,
Chair of the SIPRI Governing Board, and features contribu-
tions from an interdisciplinary team of scholars and policy
experts, including Bjoérn-Ola Linnér, Programme Director of
Mistra Geopolitics and Professor at Linkdping University.

“By tying the fate of humanity to the fate of the planet, the
Anthropocene has invited intense conversations in fields
as varied as earth system science, history, philosophy
and geology. It has also entered the study of international
relations and sparked lively debate about the very mean-
ing of security.”

In Anthropocene (In)securities, thinkers from the fields of global
environmental politics and security bring their unique perspec-
tives to bear on some of the essential questions raised by the
Anthropocene. The 50-year anniversary of the 1972 UN Con-
ference on the Human Environment offers an important back-
drop, and an opportunity to imagine constructive ways ahead.

SWEDEN'S REVIEW OF
THE SDGS

Mistra Geopolitics and SEI contributed to
Sweden’s review of the UN’s Sustainable De-
velopment Goals (SDGs). Sweden volunteered
to submit a report within the voluntary national
review, a process established by the UN to
report a country’s progress on the 2030 Agenda
and the SDGs.

As part of the follow-up and review mechanisms supporting
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop-
ment, the UN encourages member states to conduct regular
and inclusive reviews of their progress at the national and
sub-national levels. These voluntary national reviews (VNRS)
serve as a basis for the regular reviews by the UN’s High-
level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF),
held each year in New York. In 2021, Sweden volunteered to
submit a VNR report to the UN.

Mistra Geopolitics and SEI provided methodological support
and utilized the SDG Synergies tool and process (Www.
sdgsynergies.org) to help the government systematically
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SDG Synergies
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SDG Synergies tool is an SEl tool. The process and tool has been
developed within Mistra Geopolitics. Graphics: Mia Shu / SEI.

assess and analyse synergies and trade-offs in the national
implementation of the SDGs. The SDG Synergies tool has
been developed within the Mistra Geopolitics programme
and is a practical tool that uses systems thinking to help
understand how groups of policy areas and targets interact.
In doing so, it reveals deep patterns and relationships that
would not be seen by simply looking at interactions between



The authors critically examine traditional state-centric security
along with other concepts such as human security, ecological
security and climate security, when confronted with the inter-
locking challenges of the Anthropocene.

The Anthropocene concept raises some difficult theoretical
and practical questions for security policy, such as: Who, or
what, should security policy seek to protect? What qualifies
as a security risk? The book asks how global institutions have
responded, and can respond, to the systemic production of
environmental risks and insecurities, and what political inno-
vations are needed to chart a more sustainable path for global
development in the decades to come.

The book ends with a joint statement by the author team,
offering proposed actions to help safely navigate the global
landscape of Anthropocene insecurities.

Confront the limits of current global institutions. Despite
the proliferation of international law and global governance
regimes, ecological destruction and human suffering are
accelerating around the world. A major shift in law and
governance regimes is needed.

Bring those most at risk to the forefront of global gover-
nance. The international community has a responsibility to
prepare for, and to protect all living beings from, the dan-
gers of a rapidly warming world.

Rapidly decarbonize economies and lifestyles. As climate
change and species extinctions cannot be reversed,
“cleaning up” later is not an option.

Pluralize and politicize knowledge on environmental inse-
curity. The complex social, economic and political drivers
of environmental destruction require us to go beyond sin-
gular problem-framings and solutions.

Promote a lived and plural sense of security. Governments
must be open to new ideas, polices and institutions.

ABOUT THE BOOK

Anthropocene (In)securities is edited by Malin Mobjork, Sen-
ior Research Officer at Formas, and Eva Lévbrand, Associate
Professor of environmental change at Linkdping University
and member of Mistra Geopolitics. It is published by SIPRI
and Oxford University Press.

More information and a video interview with Malin Mobjork
and Eva Lévbrand discussing the book and their hope for
Stockholm+50 can be found on www.mistra-geopolitics.se
and www.sipri.org.

Malin Mobjérk and Eva Lévbrand

pairs of targets. It provides a basis for priority setting, cross-
sectoral collaboration and assessing alternative development
pathways that can drive progress on the whole 2030 Agenda.

In the analysis for the government, Mistra Geopolitics research-
ers were able to identify a ranking list of the most “catalytic”
SDGs in the national implementation of the 2030 Agenda in
Sweden:

1. Sustainable cities and communities (SDG 11)
2. Partnerships for the goals (SDG 17)

3. Quality education (SDG 4)

4. Peace and justice (SDG 16)

5. Climate action (SDG 13).

“Catalytic” means that progress on the identified goals will
result in the most progress on the 2030 Agenda as a whole;
that is, progress on the five top-ranked goals will have knock-
on effects on many other goals. The analysis further showed
which SDGs are most positively affected by progress overall
and hence might need less explicit support (SDGs 1, 3, 5)
and which SDGs are least positively affected by progress
overall and hence might need extra support (SDGs 6, 12, 14).

Henrik Carlsen, Co-Director of Mistra Geopolitics and
Senior Research Fellow at SEl, said: “No country has,
hitherto and to my knowledge, performed a systematic
analysis of progress on the SDGs for the UN High-level
Political Forum. This analysis positions Sweden as a front-
runner in the implementation of the SDGs and, in doing so,
takes the words of ‘an indivisible whole’ seriously.”

Mistra Geopolitics and SEl also contributed to a chapter in the
VNR report, “Sweden’s implementation of the 2030 Agenda
for sustainable development”, launched by the government.

h-"-:,"J .':ll ’
Henric Carlsen,
Co-Director of Mistra

Geopolitics
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FROM COP26 TO STOCKHOLM+50

At the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change negotiations in Glasgow (COP26), countries
met to discuss how to solve the climate crisis. Nations adopted the Glasgow Climate Pact, aiming
to turn the 2020s into a decade of climate action and support.
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COP26 OUTCOMES

Nations took a range of decisions in the collective effort to
limit global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees. Bjérn-Ola Linnér,
Mistra Geopolitics Programme Director and Professor at
Linkdping University, joined the climate negotiations and
summarizes the outcomes here.

Having the 2030 targets assessed yearly and emphasizing
that countries have targets to work towards is one of the
great successes to emerge from COP26. The timeline for
action has been aiming for 2030, to make sure that countries
communicate how they are on track to keep the temperature
rise below 1.5 degrees. It has now been agreed that this is
what we are aiming for.

It is extremely important to get rid of subsidies for fossil fuels.
Subsidies and coal are now mentioned in the Glasgow Cli-
mate Pact and while this accord does not lower emissions
by itself, it clearly shows that there is a new way of address-
ing root causes when implementing the Paris Agreement.

India was creating a positive momentum in the climate
change negotiations by charting out a path toward decar-
bonization. This put pressure on China. Geopolitically, it
was notable that the two rivals, China and the USA
launched a joint platform to spur mitigation efforts.

VULNERABLE COUNTRIES AND LOSS AND DAMAGE

However, the discussions on funding to compensate for loss
and damage were a huge disappointment. The promise
made in 2009 that 100 billion USD per year would be made
available from 2020 has not been fulfilled and approximately
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70 billion USD has been put on the table so far. Coupled with
the slow process toward a global goal on adaptation, it risks
creating a raft for the coming years.

Professor Bjoérn-Ola Linnér emphasized that starting a sound
process around climate financing would be very important
for credibility, “so that the poor, vulnerable countries feel that
we rich countries are serious in our commitment to decar-
bonization globally”.

THE GOAL OF THE STOCKHOLM+50 CONFERENCE

It is 50 years since the first UN Conference on the Human
Environment in 1972. To mark the anniversary, the UN is now
convening Stockholm+50, “A healthy planet for the prosperity
of all — our responsibility, our opportunity”, in Stockholm in
June 2022.

Stockholm+50 will focus on action for a healthy planet and
prosperity for all, a green recovery from the Covid-19 pan-
demic, and accelerated action on the environmental dimen-
sion of sustainable development. The Government of Sweden
sees Stockholm+50 as a stocktake between the COP26 and
COP27 climate meetings.

All parties involved in the conference have agreed to empha-
size biodiversity issues as part of the UN’s defined decade of
climate action, as these are clearly connected with the goal of
Stockholm-+50.

Hosted by Sweden, with support from Kenya, the meeting
will gather high-level delegates and participants from many
countries, representing government, civil society, business,
academia and youth. In collaboration with the Council on
Energy, Environment and Water, SEI will publish a report,
commissioned by the Government of Sweden, https:/www.
government.se/government-of-sweden/, which will provide a
scientific basis for the meeting. Mistra -~
Geopolitics will contribute research | *

. .,!
expertise to chapters in this report. h ;;

“Particularly now, when challenges to
international cooperation are mounting,
we need the trust building efforts to
continue,” Professor Bjorn-Ola Linnér
concluded.

Professor Bjérn-Ola Linnér

Find out more about the outcomes on the UNFCCC website:
https://unfccc.int/process-and-meetings/the-paris-agreement/
the-glasgow-climate-pact-key-outcomes-from-cop26

Find out more about the Stockholm +50 report on the SEI website:w-
ww.sei.org/projects-and-tools/projects/stockholm50-report/



As part of Mistra Geopolitics’ communication strategy we engage stakeholders and key audienc-
es through seminars, workshops and focus groups. Throughout 2021, several large external sem-
inars were held under the Mistra Geopolitics’ umbrella. Below are some highlights.

Details and video recordings of key events organised by
Mistra Geopolitics can be found at www.mistral-geopolitics.se/
events/

MISTRA GEOPOLITICS
CONVERSATION SERIES

During spring 2021, Mistra Geopolitics organized a series of
online seminars on geopolitical aspects of the ongoing trans-
formation towards a sustainable future. The webinars, which
engaged almost 400 people, provided a platform for discus-
sions and brought together researchers from the Mistra
Geopolitics research programme and stakeholders beyond
academia. The audience was mixed, with representatives

from government organizations, international organizations,
think-tanks, media, academia, private companies and civil
society. Those taking part came from a wide range of countries
in Europe, Africa, Asia, India, Australia and South and North
America.

The three webinar themes were:
How climate security risks shape international cooperation

Decarbonization in a new geopolitical landscape — the EU,
US and China

COP26: recognizing the role of trade and the private sector
in adaptation.

Recordings of all three webinars can be found on the Mistra
Geopolitics website under “Videos” (www.mistra-geopolitics.se).
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HOW CLIMATE SECURITY RISKS SHAPE INTERNATIONAL
COOPERATION

During this webinar, Mistra Geopolitics researchers discussed
new evidence on the link between climate change and conflict,
and how risks are perceived and governed by states and
multilateral institutions.

Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Programme Director of Mistra Geopolitics
and Professor at Linkdping University, presented results from
the study “Climate change as security risks: perception pat-
terns among UN climate conference participants”, noting that:

“Participants of the UN climate meetings with great consensus
see climate change as a significant risk to both international
peace and security, and to global human security. Participants
from vulnerable and poorer countries see significant risks to
peace and security in their own country, while richer countries
are more concerned about international stability.”

In her presentation, Nina von Uexkull, Senior Lecturer at
Stockholm University and researcher for Mistra Geopoalitics,
noted that 2020 and 2016 had been the hottest years on
record, and the 2010s the warmest decade. During the same
decade, the world had seen an increase in armed conflicts.
She commented:

“With more extreme global warming, conflict risks are estimated
to increase. Conflict depresses economic growth and elevates
future conflict risks and vulnerability to climate change.”

Lisa Dellmuth, Associate Professor at Stockholm University and
researcher for Mistra Geopolitics, discussed “Climate risks in
global governance: climate action and perceptions in multilater-
al institutions”. She highlighted results from her study “Humani-
tarian need drives multilateral disaster aid” (Dellmuth et al. 2021).

26 | MISTRA GEOPOLITICS

The webinar was moderated by Robert Egnell, Vice-Chancellor
of the Swedish Defence University and Professor in Leadership.

DECARBONIZATION IN A NEW GEOPOLITICAL
LANDSCAPE - THE EU, US AND CHINA

At this webinar, researchers from Mistra Geopolitics examined
how a new geopolitical landscape is affecting opportunities
for sustainability transitions, how different countries position
themselves in decarbonization competition and cooperation,
and how global trends might hinder decarbonization.

Opening remarks were made by Johan Kuylenstierna, Chair
of the Swedish Climate Policy Council.

One of the speakers, Daria Ivleva, Senior Advisor in climate
diplomacy for the think-tank adelphi, commented on why
trade policy must consider the geopolitics of decarbonization:

“Substances, institutions and transportation modes of trade
have a geopolitical component and will likely experience
shifts in the course of decarbonization. Comparing trade to a
game of chess, geopolitics of decarbonization influences
what the pieces look like, the rules of the game and how the
pieces even get from one position to another. In the end it
might be a totally different game.”

André Manberger, Associate Senior Lecturer in environmen-
tal and energy systems studies at Lund University, discussed
the geopolitical issue of critical metals for decarbonization
and Taylor Dimsdale, Program Director for risk and resilience
at E3G, presented findings from a study of whether electric
vehicles catalyse more cooperation, or more fragmentation.

Karl Hallding, Senior Research Fellow at SEl, looked at China’s
energy investment abroad, and whether this was “green” or
“brown”.



COP26: RECOGNIZING THE ROLE OF TRADE AND THE
PRIVATE SECTOR IN ADAPTATION

During COP26, the UK Presidency set adaptation and re-
silience as one of five priorities. This webinar explored the ex-
pectations and needs for a successful outcome in Glasgow.

The webinar reflected on the fact that the Covid-19 pandemic
had drawn attention to the propensity for risks to cascade
across sectors and borders in a globalized world, and asked:
How does this relate to the challenge of building global
climate resilience through the UNFCCC process? How should
this influence the key adaptation measures discussed in
Glasgow?

Frida Lager, Research Associate at SEl, looked at Sweden’s
exposure to trade-related risks from climate change.

Maria-Therese Gustafsson, Associate Senior Lecturer at the
Department of Political Science, Stockholm University and
Mistra Geopolitics researcher, explored the subject of “Private
sector engaging in climate adaptation”. She noted that we live
in an interconnected world and that the effects of climate
change ripple out across national borders. Adaptation actions
can have consequences that cascade from country to country,
but many of the paths that connect countries are managed by
private companies, while multilateral negotiations on climate
change are conducted by governments. As climate risks esca-
late, there is increasing emphasis on the role of the private
sector in achieving a just transition to a climate-resilient future.

The event was moderated by Annett Moehner, Team Lead,
Adaptation Committee, United Nations Climate Change
Secretariat

ONLINE DIALOGUE: COP26
POST-MATCH ANALYSIS

Hosted by Linkdping University and Mistra Geopolitics, a
prominent panel analysed the COP26 meeting and discussed
whether COP26 was “a turning point for humanity”. In what
ways did the climate meeting bring the world closer to — or
farther away from — keeping global warming below 1.5°C and
achieving the other goals of the Paris Agreement?

The event was chaired by Bjérn-Ola Linnér, Programme
Director of Mistra Geopolitics and Professor at Link&ping
University, and the panel comprised:

Mattias Frumerie, Head of Delegation to UNFCCC, Swedish
Ministry of Environment

Karin Lexén, Secretary-General of the Swedish Society for
Nature Conservation

Asa Persson, Deputy Director and Research Director of SEI

Mathias Fridahl, Senior Lecturer at the Centre for Climate
Science and Policy Research, Linkdping University

Maria Jernnas, Doctoral Researcher at the Centre for
Climate Science and Policy Research, Linkdping University.

BRIEFING THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL
ON THE IMPACT OF EMERGING
TECHNOLOGIES ON INTERNATIONAL
PEACE AND SECURITY

Vincent Boulanin, Senior Researcher at SIPRI and a researcher
within the Mistra Geopolitics programme, was invited to a
virtual UN Security Council Arria-formula meeting entitled
“The impact of emerging technologies on international peace
and security”. Dr Boulanin gave a briefing on trends in the
development and use of emerging technologies; opportunities
and risks for international peace and security; and how the
international community could act to ensure that emerging
technologies are governed in an effective, inclusive manner.

Briefings were also given by Izumi Nakamitsu, High Repre-
sentative for Disarmament Affairs, and Maria-Francesca
Spatolisano, Assistant Secretary-General for policy coordina-
tion and inter-agency affairs in the Department of Economic
and Social Affairs and Officer-in-Charge of the Office of the
Secretary-General’'s Envoy on Technology.

The meeting focused on expanding the understanding of
emerging technologies and called on the international commu-
nity to bolster discussions on their development and applica-
tion. Additionally, it aimed to increase awareness of the impact
of emerging technologies on international peace and security
and examine efforts to prevent and mitigate potential risks
caused by their use.

The virtual Arria-formula meeting was organized by the Per-
manent Missions of China, Egypt, Kenya, Mexico, South Africa
and the United Arab Emirates to the UN.

Vincent Boulanin
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A GROWING INTEREST FROM MEDIA

Mistra Geopolitics researchers were frequently quoted by international and Swedish news media
in 2021. Media appearances by key researchers within Mistra Geopolitics resulted in 425 media
articles published by Swedish and international news outlets during 2021. Some of the articles
were replicated over 30 times in local and national Swedish media outlets. This amounts to a
total media exposure of approximately 710 million potential news readers/listeners or viewers.

Top news sources include Sveriges Radio (17 articles), MSN
Sverige (16 articles) and Dagens Nyheter (13 articles). Top
countries include Sweden, Norway and the United States.

‘ABIG STEP FOR THE
CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS'

Published by Dagens Nyheter in November 2021.

DAGENS NYHETER.

Svenska experten: Ett stort
steg for
klimatforhandlingarna”

“A small step for humanity, but a big step for the climate
negotiations, with an emphasis on the negotiations,” said
Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Programme Director of Mistra Geopolitics
and Professor at Link&ping University, in an interview with the
Swedish newspaper Dagens Nyheter at COP26 in Glasgow.

“The Glasgow meeting exceeds my expectations and is a
completely new chapter in the Paris Agreement,” he added.

Professor Linnér emphasized that there was still a long way
to go to achieve climate goals and words now had to be
translated into action. And island nations and other vulnerable
countries might be disappointed that no agreement had
been reached on a system of financing for providing compen-
sation for damage caused by climate change.

However, the fact that participating countries would now up-
date their climate goals every year from 2022 and that fossil
fuels were included in the text of the agreement were two
main reasons why COP26 could be considered a successful
climate meeting.

“Countries must now move from word to deed, but COP26
has created the political conditions needed to do so,” Professor
Linnér concluded.

Interviews with Bjérn-Ola Linnér on
COP26 were featured in Dagens
Nyheter, SVT, the Swedish Radio,
Aftonbladet, Expressen, Svenska
Dagbladet, Géteborgs-Posten,
Sveriges Natur, Upsala Nya
Tidning, MSN Sverige, Head
Topics and around 10 Norwegian
news outlets, potentially reaching
50 million people.

S

Professor Bjérn-Ola Linnér

Article in Dagens Nyheter.

Further comments by Bjoérn-Ola Linnér about COP26 can
be found on the Mistra Geopolitics website.

HOW AMBITIOUS IS CHINAS FIVE-
YEAR PLAN ON CLIMATE TARGETS?

Featured on SVT’s Morning Studio, in February 2021.

Chans till klimatbesked vid
viktigt Pekingmote

Xi Jinping, President of China, has previously announced
that China intends to become carbon neutral by 2060. During
the National People’s Congress in Beijing in 2021, a key
agenda point was the adoption of the 14th Five-Year Plan for
Social Economic Development, 2021-2025, which lays the
foundation for social and economic development in China in
the coming years.

At a press briefing in February, Mistra Geopolitics scientist
Karl Hallding and SEI scientist Guoyi Han highlighted key tar-
gets to watch from a climate perspective in connection with
the adoption of China’s five-year plan:

Will China add absolute (i.e. cap) targets for its energy use and
carbon emissions in addition to the relative intensity targets?
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Will there be specific stipulations
on coal use and investment?

How will the renewable energy
targets be set to strengthen
both capacity and generation?

Dr Hallding said: “The 2060 net
zero target risks diffusing atten-
tion from the more important
2030 targets. Moreover, it is not
only a matter of China emissions.”

Karl Hallding

“China has emerged to become by far the world’s largest
international investor in new coal power plants around the
world in the past decade. These investments are currently
locking developing countries in with coal power-based
energy systems for generations to come.”

The press briefing generated interest from many media outlets,
including SVT’s Morning Studio. Dr Hallding spoke to SVT’s
climate correspondent Erika Bjerstrdm about China’s ability
to reach its net zero target by 2060.

Other outlets covering the briefing included SVT Utrikes-
byrén, “Kungen av kol”, Aftonbladet, Expressen, the Swedish
Radio, News 55 and the Swedish News Agency TT, reaching
approximately 45 million potential readers and viewers.

SVT Utrikesbyran: Kungen av kol

Swedish News Agency, T T-article

SVT’s Morning Studio

FOOD PRICES REMAIN HIGH
INTO 2022 ON SHORTAGES DUE
TO EXTREME WEATHER

Published by the Financial Times in January 2022.

FINANCIAL TIMES

Food prices remain high into 2022
on shortages due to extreme
weather

“Crop damage linked to climate change could lead to stock-
piling or trade restrictions, experts warn,” reported the
Financial Times in January 2022. The story was based on a
report by researchers from Mistra Geopolitics and SEl, which
noted that extreme weather events in 2021 had triggered
spikes in the prices of agricultural commodities, which
remained elevated into 2022, as the unusual conditions that
damaged crops resulted in ongoing shortages. Scientists
warned that these conditions would become more frequent
and intense as climate change accelerated.

In their report, the researchers pointed out that climate change
would “dramatically impact agricultural production all around
the globe” and would reduce crop yields in certain areas.
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“This is a big gap in our planning for climate adaptation,” said
Magnus Benzie, one of the report’s authors. “Lower yields
and higher prices could cause food insecurity in less resilient,
import-dependent countries, and drive-up costs for consum-
ers around the world.”

“How countries reacted to extreme events and shortages —
whether they stockpiled or imposed trade restrictions, for
example — could exacerbate crises,” he added.

Concurrent crises, such as successive or simultaneous
droughts, were also likely to intensify shortages, and were
expected to become more common as the world warmed
up, said Benzie.

The authors of the report, “Climate change, trade, and global
food security”, contributed to media exposure in the Financial
Times, Daily World Live, Biz News Post, Trend Fool, Business
Mayor, Business Fast, SVT, Dagens Nyheter, Swedish Radio,
MSN news, Helsingborgs Dagblad and Sydsvenskan, with a
combined total reach of 22 million potential readers.

Financial Times: “Food prices remain high into 2022 on short-
ages due to extreme weather”

CAN WE PREDICT CLIMATE
CHANGE IMPACTS ON FUTURE
PEACE AND SECURITY?

Published on the PRIO Climate & Conflict blog in January 2022.

i

Can we predict climate change impacts
on future peace and security?

“In the same manner as societies are developing policies to
strike the optimal balance between public safety and social
and economic cost of Covid-19, the international community
is negotiating strategies to address climate change,” wrote
Halvard Buhaug, Research Professor at PRIO and member of
the Mistra Geopolitics Scientific Advisory Board, and Nina
von Uexkull, Associate Professor at Uppsala University and
theme lead within Mistra Geopolitics.

“Unlike lockdowns, vaccination and other responses to
the ongoing pandemic, risk-reducing effects of alternative
climate policies cannot be observed in real time. Instead,
to assist decision-makers, scientists have developed a
scenario framework that allows analysing how different
socioeconomic development pathways and global
warming trajectories jointly may affect nature and society
over the 21st century.”

In their blog for PRIO Climate & Conflict Professor Buhaug
and Dr von Uexkull noted that, in recent years, literally thou-
sands of published studies had used the socioeconomic


https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=926713728057592
https://tidningensyre.se/2021/4-mars-2021/chans-till-klimatbesked-vid-viktigt-pekingmote/
http://www.sei.org/about-sei/press-room/vart-ar-kina-pa-vag/
https://www.ft.com/content/fd57ad0b-b98a-4e34-b6b7-f9bbae2ce12e
https://www.ft.com/content/fd57ad0b-b98a-4e34-b6b7-f9bbae2ce12e

Praiwun Thungsarn / Shutterstock

development pathways—global warming trajectories (SSP-
RCP) scenario framework to explore the implications of
climate and societal change for a broad range of outcomes.
They asked whether the same approach could be used to
forecast the impacts of climate change on armed conflict.

Both researchers were among the authors of an article pub-
lished in Global Environmental Change who wrote that conflict
researchers had been slow to respond to this opportunity,
and the long-term consequences of climate change for peace
and security remained largely unknown (de Bruin et al. 2022).

In a new study, published in Environmental Research Letters
(Hoch et al. 2021), the scientists address this research gap
and implement two novel approaches.

I They estimate how precipitation deficits and other climate-
driven hydrological changes will affect conflict risk into the
long-term future, based on how these conditions affect
conflict today.

" They make use of a new machine-learning model that
detects and simulates more flexible, non-linear associations
between climate and conflict.

Several scientific articles and blogs have been published on
this topic, including “Is climate change driving global conflict?”,
which was published in the magazine Political Violence at a
Glance in February 2021.

Read the blo
(PRIO).

Further comments by Nina von Uexkull and Halvard Buhaug
can be found on the Mistra Geopolitics website.

ublished by the Peace Research Institute Oslo

Author: Nina von Uexkull, Associate Professor at Uppsala
University and theme lead within Mistra Geopoalitics.

Co-author: Halvard Buhaug, Research Professor at PRIO,
member of the scientific advisory board of Mistra Geopolitics.

ANNUAL REPORT 2021 | 31


https://blogs.prio.org/ClimateAndConflict/2022/01/can-we-predict-climate-change-impacts-on-future-peace-and-security/
https://blogs.prio.org/ClimateAndConflict/2022/01/can-we-predict-climate-change-impacts-on-future-peace-and-security/
https://www.mistra-geopolitics.se/comments-insights/climate-change-impacts-on-future-peace-and-security/
https://www.mistra-geopolitics.se/comments-insights/climate-change-impacts-on-future-peace-and-security/

HIGHLIGHTS OF MEDIA
APPEARANCES IN 2021

FINANCIAL TIMES, 3 JANUARY 2022

FOOD PRICES REMAIN HIGH
INTO 2022 ON SHORTAGES DUE
TO EXTREME WEATHER

Magnus Benzie, SEI, commented on how lower yields
and higher prices could cause food insecurity in less
resilient, import-dependent countries, and drive-up
costs for consumers around the world.

POTENTIAL REACH: 26 million readers

www.ft.com/content/fd57ad0b-b98a-4e34-b6b7-
f9bbae2cel2e

DEUTSCHE WELLE, 22 OCTOBER 2021

CLIMATE CHANGE POSES NATIONAL
SECURITY RISKS, US AGENCIES WARN

Nina von Uexkull, Uppsala University, commented
to DW where she believes geopolitical tensions will
escalate the most due to climate change.

POTENTIAL REACH: 35.5 million readers

www.dw.com/en/climate-change-poses-national-
security-risks-us-agencies-warn/a-59587814

SWEDISH RADIO STUDIO ETT,
23 FEBRUARY 2021

EUROPA SKA BLI VARLDENS FORSTA
KLIMATNEUTRALA KONTINENT

Swedish Radio Studio Ett discussion featuring
Asa Persson, SEl, and Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Linkdping
University, on how Europe should become the
world’s first climate-neutral continent.

POTENTIAL REACH: 3.2 million listeners/readers

https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/europa-ska-bli-varldens-
forsta-klimatneutrala-kontinent
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DEUTSCHE WELLE, 7 OCTOBER 2021

CONFLICT BEING DRIVEN BY
ECOLOGICAL DAMAGE

Nina von Uexkull, Uppsala University, commented to DW
on how conflict can be driven by ecological damage.

POTENTIAL REACH: 35.5 million readers

www.dw.com/en/conflict-being-driven-by-ecological-
damage-report-finds/a-59426714

SWEDISH NEWS AGENCY, TT,
AND 31 SWEDISH NEWS OUTLETS,
1 NOVEMBER 2021

EXPERT: INDIEN SATTER PRESS
VID KLIMATMOTET

Director Bjoérn-Ola Linnér, Linkdping University, in an
extensive media interview with the Swedish News
Agency, TT, on the geopolitics of the climate change
negotiations commented: “The climate negotiations
can generally have a positive effect on the geopolitical
tensions in the world, not least those between China
and the USA.”

POTENTIAL REACH: 10—12 million readers
www.svd.se/expert-indien-satter-press-vid-klimatmotet

DAGENS NYHETER VETENSKAP,
31 OCTOBER 2021

FORSKARNA: HAR AR VIKTIGASTE
FRAGORNA ATT LOSA UNDER KLIMATMOTET

Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Linkdping University, commented
in Dagens Nyheter Vetenskap on the key questions
to be solved during the international climate change
negotiations in Glasgow.

POTENTIAL REACH: 2.8 million readers

www.dn.se/vetenskap/forskarna-har-ar-viktigaste-
fragorna-att-losa-under-klimatmotet/



SWEDISH RADIO STUDIO ETT,
22 APRIL 2021

MILJOSAMARBETE MELLAN USA
OCH KINA AVFARDAS AV FORSKARE

Karl Hallding, SEI, commented about China and
climate change in the Swedish Radio Studio Ett
following an SEI and Mistra Geopolitics press briefing.

POTENTIAL REACH: 3.2 million listeners/readers

https://sverigesradio.se/artikel/miljosamarbete-mellan-
usa-och-kina-avfardas-av-forskare

SWEDISH TELEVISION .
(SVT NYHETER/SVT UTRIKESBYRAN),
2 AND 3 MARCH 2021

ANALYS: SA KAN EU OCH USA TVINGA
KINA ATT SVANGA OM KOL

SVT’s host Johan Ripés drills into China’s climate
policy together with SVT’s climate correspondent
Erika Bjerstrom, foreign reporter Tilde Lewin and
researcher Karl Hallding, SEI and Mistra Geopoalitics.
Hallding commented on the fact that China builds
and plans more coal power plants than the rest of
the world combined. Hallding was also featured on
SVT Utrikesbyran — Kungen av kol.

POTENTIAL REACH: 7 million viewers/readers

www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/sa-kan-kina-tvingas-tanka-
om-om-kolet

AFTONBLADET, 17 JANUARY 2021
VAD BETYDER KINAS KLIMATLOFTEN?

Interview with Karl Hallding, SEl, by the Swedish
News Agency, TT, on the meaning of China’s climate
promises. The article was published in Aftonbladet,
Svenska Dagbladet and replicated by 29 other local
newspapers in Sweden.

POTENTIAL REACH: 10 million readers

www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/a/OQEbgE/
vad-betyder-kinas-klimatloften

DAGENS NYHETER VETENSKAP,
15 NOVEMBER 2021

FORBLUFFANDE ATT SE INDIENS,
KINAS OCH USA:S MAKT

Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Linkdping University, among other
scientists commented on the COP26 climate summit
in Glasgow in Dagens Nyheter Vetenskap saying it
was “Amazing to see the power of India, China and
the United States.”

POTENTIAL REACH: 2.8 million readers

www.dn.se/vetenskap/forbluffande-att-se-indiens-kinas-
och-usas-makt/

SVT NYHETER, 20 SEPTEMBER 2021

PLANER PA KOLKRAFT SKROTAS | ALLT
FLER LANDER - MEN KINA BYGGER UT

Karl Hallding, SEI, commented on a report released
by Mistra Geopolitics’ partner E3G on the fact that
China is expanding its coal and gas investments.

POTENTIAL REACH: 6.5 million readers

https://www.svt.se/nyheter/utrikes/planer-pa-kolkraft-skrotas-
i-allt-fler-lander

SWEDISH RADIO, 15 NOVEMBER 2021
SA GICK KLIMATMOTET | GLASGOW

Mattias Frumerie, Sweden’s chief negotiator at COP26,
Bjorn-Ola Linnér, Professor in Climate Policy at Linkoping
University, and Erik Kjellstrom, Professor of Climatology,
SMHI, commented on the outcomes of COP26 in a
20-minute-long interview on the Swedish Radio.

POTENTIAL REACH: 3 million listeners/readers

https://sverigesradio.se/avsnitt/en-bracklig-seger-sa-gick-
klimatmotet-i-glasgow



FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Revenues

SEK

Mistra

Co-funding from programme partners and stakeholders

9,436,467
2,431,239

Total revenues

Expenditure

11,867,706

Salaries
Travel
Consumables

Other direct costs

Purchased services

Indirect costs

Strategic reserve

8,455,696
22,116
11,194

694,047

0
2,562,779
121,875

Total expenditure

11,867,706

2021 ACTUAL FIGURES BY WORK PACKAGE

WPE 18%

WP4 26°%
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PROGRAMME
GENERAL COSTS
21%

WP2 5%

WP3 15%

ACTUAL FIGURES BY WORK PACKAGE SEK
Programme general costs 2,477,655
WP 1: Food security 1,052,334
WP 2: Sustainable oceans 604,368
WP 3: Decarbonization 1,801,265
WP 4: Emerging technologies and

foresight capabilities 3,111,401
WP 5: Research school 0
WP 6: Engagement, synthesis and

rapid response 2,100,683
Stakeholder partners

in-kind contribution 720,000
Total expenditure 11,867,706



EVENTS AND OUTREACH
ACTIVITIES 2021

POLICY DIALOGUE

Policy dialogue Niklas Bremberg (SU/SIPRI) participated in a panel debate on the “OSCE 29 Sep
and climate security” organized by the Swedish OSCE Delegation in Vienna.

Policy dialogue Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEI) with the Swedish Government 16 April
analysed Sweden’s Voluntary National Review of its progress towards
achieving the SDGs.

Policy dialogue | Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEI) with Formas analysed Sweden’s 10 March
Voluntary National Review of its progress towards achieving the SDGs.

Policy dialogue | Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEI) with the Swedish Association of 9 March
Local Authorities and Regions analysed Sweden'’s Voluntary National Review
of its progress towards achieving the SDGs.

Policy dialogue Henrik Carlsen (SEl) organized a workshop with Falkdping municipality on 10 Dec
assessing synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.

Policy dialogue Sara Gottenhuber (Link&ping University)organized a workshop with Vellinge 6 Dec
municipality on assessing synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.

Policy dialogue Henrik Carlsen (SEI) organized a workshop with Flen municipality 17 Dec
on assessing synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.

Policy dialogue | Henrik Carlsen (SEl) organized a workshop with Orebro municipality 14 Dec
on assessing synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.

Policy dialogue Sara Gottenhuber (Link&ping University) organized a workshop with Alvesta 3 Dec
municipality on assessing synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.

Policy dialogue Nina Weitz (SEI) organized a workshop with Luled municipality on assessing 10 Oct
synergies and trade-offs between the SDGs.
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PRESENTATIONS

Presentation Maria-Therese Gustafsson (SU) presented a paper on private adaptation 18 Nov
governance, co-authored by Lisa Dellmuth and Jorge Rodriguez, at the
Environmental Politics and Governance (EPG) webinar series, organized by
the University of Washington.

Presentation Henrik Carlsen (SEl) gave a presentation on risks in global food supply 16 Nov
chains for Gavleborg County.

Presentation Henrik Carlsen (SEl) gave a presentation about WP4 (Foresight) and decision- 30 Sep
making for Trygghetsradet.

Presentation Nina von Uexkull (SU) gave a presentation “Climate change and armed 2 July
conflict” at the National Institute for Defense Studies, Ministry of Defense, Japan.

Presentation Karin Eliasson (Linkdping University) gave a presentation “Transformations 17 June
towards sustainable food systems — levers of change from a European
perspective” at the Transformation 2021 international conference.

Presentation Frida Lager (SEI) presented Mistra Geopolitics’ analysis of Sweden’s trade-re- | 26 May
lated climate risk portfolio at the Swedish Knowledge Centre for Climate
Adaptation and discussed the future role of the knowledge centre.

Presentation Frida Lager (SEl) and Magnus Benzie (SEI) presented Mistra Geopolitics’ analy- | 9 March
sis of Sweden’s trade-related climate risk portfolio at the Swedish Expert Coun-
cil on Adaptation (Nationella expertradet for klimatanpassning) and discussed
how this will inform the next version of Sweden’s National Adaptation Strategy.

Presentation Magnus Benzie (SEl) gave a guest lecture “Transboundary climate risk 23 Feb
& the role of adaptation in international value chains” as part of the Terra
Online Course on Climate-resilient Agricultural Value Chains.

Presentation André Manberger (Lund University) gave a Mistra Geopolitics research 26 Feb
presentation “Circular economy, resources and geopolitics” at an external
event organised by CIRANO, Montréal.

Presentation Henrik Carlsen (SEl) held a seminar “SDG interactions — a review” at a 19 Jan
meeting with ISC and UNDESA.
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Seminar

Lisa Dellmuth (SU) participated in the roundtable discussion “Implementing
Climate Change Policies — Closing the Gap(s)” at the University of MUnster.

23 Nov

Seminar

Bjorn Ola Linnér (Linképing University), Asa Persson (SEI) and
Maria Jernnas (Linkoping University) featured in the “Online dialogue:
COP26 post match analysis”.

18 Nov

Seminar

Bjorn-Ola Linnér (Linkdping University) participated in the webinar “Mistra
dialogue: Climate adaptation — from COP26 to Sweden’s municipalities”.

17 Nov

Seminar

Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEl) gave a presentation “Leveraging
interlinkages and enhancing policy coherence in SDG implementation:
scope for systemic approaches in reporting” at a public event hosted

by SEI and UNDESA.

6 July

Seminar

Lisa Dellmuth (SU) and Taylor Dimsdale (E3G) gave a presentation
“Is the international system equipped to manage climate risk?” at
London Climate Week .

29 June

Seminar

Magnus Benzie (SEl), Maria-Therese Gustafsson (SU) and Frida Lager
(SEI) participated in the Mistra Geopolitics webinar “COP26 — Recognizing
the role of trade and the private sector in adaptation”.

15 June

Seminar

André Manberger (Lund University), Daria Ivieva (adelphi), Jiayi Zhou (SIPRI),
Johan Kuylenstierna (Swedish Climate Policy Council), Karl Hallding (SE)
and Taylor Dimsdale (E3G) participated in the Mistra Geopolitics webinar
“Decarbonization in a new geopolitical landscape — the EU, US and China”.

27 May

Seminar

Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEl) held a seminar at Sveriges
Kommuner och Regioner “SDG synergies for municipalities”.

20 May

Seminar

Bjorn-Ola Linnér (Linkdping University), Robert Egnell (Vice-Chancellor of
the Swedish Defence University), Lisa Dellmuth (SU), Nina von Uexkull (SU)
and Maria Jernas (Linkdping University) featured in the Mistra Geopolitics
webinar “How climate security risks shape international cooperation”.

29 April

Seminar

Nina von Uexkull (SU) participated in the webinar “Debunking disaster
myths” co-hosted by the GlobelLife initiative at Uppsala University and
Karolinska Institute.

22 March

Seminar

Karl Hallding (SEl) spoke about China’s commitment to become climate
neutral by 2060 at the webinar “China’s role in climate change — leading or
impeding?” as a part of the China 2021 Lecture Series hosted by The Insti-
tute for Security & Development Policy.

12 March

Seminar

Henrik Carlsen (SEl) and Nina Weitz (SEl) held a seminar at “Union to Union”
analysing Sweden’s Voluntary National Review of its progress towards achieving
the SDGs.

8 March
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PUBLICATIONS 2021
PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

BOOKS

Lévbrand, E., Mobjork, M. (eds.) (2021). Anthropocene (In)securities: Reflections
on Collective Survival 50 Years After the Stockholm Conference. Oxford: Oxford
University Press. ISBN: 978-0-19-878730-3

BOOK CHAPTERS

Manberger A. (2021). Renewable energy transition, demand for metals and
resource curse effects. In: Tsani, S., Overland I. (eds.). Handbook of Sustainable
Politics and Economics of Natural Resources. Cheltenham: Edward Elgar Publishing.
ISBN: 978 1 78990 876

JOURNAL ARTICLES

Brodén Gyberg, V., Mobjérk, M. (2021). Integration conundrums: framing and
responding to climate security challenges in development cooperation. Sustaina-
bility 13(5), 2582; doi.org/10.3390/su13052582

Dellmuth, L.M., Bender, F.AM., Jénsson, A.R., Rosvold, E.L., von Uexkull, N.
(2021). Humanitarian need drives multilateral disaster aid. Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the U.S.A. 118(4), e2018293118; doi.org/10.1073/
pnas.2018293118

Dellmuth, L.M., Gustafsson, M.-T. (2021). Global adaptation governance: how
intergovernmental organizations mainstream climate change adaptation. Climate
Policy, DOI:10.1080/14693062.2021.1927661

Dellmuth, L.M., Tallberg, J., Scholte, J., Verhaegen, S. (2021). The Elite-Citizen
Gap in International Organization Legitimacy, American Political Science Review,
online first. DOI: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0003055421000824

Engstrom, R., Collste, D., Cornell, S.E., Johnson, F.X., Carlsen, H., Jaramillo, F.,
Finnveden, G., Destouni, G., Howells, M., Weitz, N., Palm, V., Fuso-Nerini, F. (2021).
Succeeding at home and abroad: accounting for the international spillovers of
cities’ SDG actions. npj Urban Sustainability 1, 18; doi.org/10.1038/s42949-020-
00002-w

Hallgren, A., Hansson, A. (2021). Conflicting narratives of deep sea mining. Sustaina-
bility 13(9), 5261; doi.org/10.3390/su13095261

Hoch, Jannis, Sophie de Bruin, Halvard Buhaug, Nina von Uexkull, Rens van Beek,
Niko Wanders. 2021. “Projecting armed conflict risk in Africa towards 2050 along
the SSP-RCP scenarios: a machine learning approach” Environmental Research
Letters 16(12): 124068.

de Bruin, Sophie, Jannis Hoch, Nina von Uexkull, Halvard Buhaug, Hans Visser, Niko
Wanders. 2022. "Projecting long-term armed conflict risk: an underappreciated field
of inquiry? ” Global Environmental Change 72(January): 102423.

Kural, E., Dellmuth, L.M., Gustafsson, M-T. (2021). International organizations and
climate change adaptation: a new dataset for the social scientific study of adaptation,
1990-2017.PLOS ONE https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0257101

Linnér, B-O., Wibeck, V. (2021). Drivers of sustainability transformations: leverage
points, contexts and conjunctures. Sustainability Science 16, 889-900; doi.
org/10.1007/s11625-021-00957-4

Manberger, A. (2021). Reduced use of fossil fuels can reduce supply of critical
resources. Biophysical Economics and Sustainability 6, 6; doi.org/10.1007/s41247-
021-00088-5

Toth, W., Vacik, H., Pulzl, H, Carlsen, H. (2021). Deepening our understanding of
which policy advice to expect from prioritizing SDG targets: introducing the Analytic
Network Process in a multi-method setting. Sustain Sci (2021) doi.org/10.1007/
s11625-021-01009-7.

Schilling-Vacaflor, A. (2021). Integrating Human Rights and the Environment in Supply
Chain Regulations. Sustainability, 13(17), 9666.

Von Uexkull, N., Buhaug, H. (2021). Is climate change driving global conflict?
Guest post drawing on a Special Issue of the Journal of Peace Research on
Climate Change and Security. Political Violence ata Glance. https://politicalviolence-
ataglance.org/2021/02/01/is-climate-change-driving-global-conflict/, last accessed
3 March 2022.

Wibeck, V., Linnér, B-O. (2021). Sense-making analysis: a framework for multi-
strategy and cross-country research. International Journal of Qualitative Methods
20; doi.org/10.1177/1609406921998907

MANUSCRIPTS AND JOURNAL ARTICLES
SUBMITTED FOR PEER REVIEW

Bremberg, N., Mobjork, M., Krampe, F. Global responses to climate security:

towards a framework for analysis, under review at Global Governance.

Eliasson, K., Wiréhn, L., Neset, T-S., Linnér, B-O. Transformations towards sustain-
able food systems — European perspectives of practitioners and the Farm to Fork

Strategy, and Sustainability Science, conditionally accepted.

Eriksson, A., Hallding, K., Skanberg, K. Scenario methodology for systematic

exploration of unknown unknowns, Futures, accepted for publication.

Gustafsson, M. T., Schilling-Vacaflor, A. & Lenschow, A. (forthcoming). The politics
of supply chain regulations: Towards foreign corporate accountability in the area

of human rights and the environment. Submitted to Regulation & Governance.



Krampe, F., Smith, E., Hamidi, M.D. Security implications of climate development:
local level boomerang effects from rural hydropower development for Afghan
farmers, submitted to Political Geography.Lindberg-Bromley, S., von Uexkull, N.
Addressing (food) insecurity: sub-national peacekeeping deployment and food
security outcomes, submitted.

Wibeck, V., Eliasson, K., Neset, T-S. Co-creation research for transformative times:
Facilitating foresight capacity in view of global sustainability challenges, submitted.

Zhou, J. Embedding realism: food independence and security in the Russian

Federation, under review.

Zhou, J. Naturalizing the state and symbolizing power in Russian agricultural land

use, under review.

REPORTS

Adams, K.M., Benzie, M., Croft, S., Sadowski, S. (2021). Climate change, trade,
and global food security: a global assessment of transboundary climate risks in
agricultural commodity flows. SEI report. Stockholm: Stockholm Environment
Institute. http://doi.org/10.51414/sei2021.009

Carlsen, H., Weitz, N. (2021). Analys av synergier och malkonflikter i Sveriges
friviliga granskning av arbetet med Agenda 2030. SEI report. Stockholm:
Stockholm Environment Institute. DOI: https://doi.org/10.51414/sei2021.015

Ek, L., Dellmuth, L., Hallding, K., Linnér, B-O., Cole, M., Mobjork, M., Manberger,
A., Rylander, Y., Uexkull, N. (2021). Mistra Geopolitics Annual Report 2020. Stockholm:
Mistra Geopolitics.

Ivleva, D. (with contributions from Hallding, K. Tanzler, D.) (2021). The Belt and Road
Initiative in Kazakhstan: does the geopolitics of China’s outward investments put the
brakes on decarbonization? Berlin: Adelphi research gemeinnutzige GmbH.

Lager, F., Benzie, M. (forthcoming). New risk horizons: Sweden’s exposure to
climate risk via international trade. Stockholm: Stockholm Environment Institute.
Nadin, R., Adams, K.M., Benzie, M., Magnan, A., Stapleton, S., Prabhakar, SV.R.K.
(forthcoming). Adaptation as a global public good: understanding and managing trans-
boundary climate risks, background report to the Global Commission on Adaptation.
Ahman, M. (with contributions from Manberger, A.) (2021). When gold turns to
sand. A review of the challenges for fossil fuel rich states posed by climate policy.
Lund University IMES/EESS Report 124. Stockholm: Mistra Geopolitics.

POLICY BRIEFS

Bremberg, N., Barnhoorn, A. (2021). Advancing the role of the OSCE in the field of
climate security. SIPRI Policy Brief.

Kural, E., Dellmuth, L.M., Gustafsson, M.T. (2021). International organizations and
adaptation governance: Lessons for policymaking. Mistra Geopolitics Policy Brief,
April 2021.

WORKING AND CONFERENCE PAPERS

Carlsen, H., Weitz, N. (2021). Guiding Sweden’s national implementation of the
VRN’s and input to the UN High-level Political Forum. Mistra Geopolitics and SEI
contributed to Sweden’s review of the SDGs. News item by Mistra Geopolitics.
Stockholm: Stockholm Environment Institute and Mistra Geopolitics.

Gustafsson, M-T., Dellmuth, L., Rodriguez, J. (2021). Paper on private adaptation
governance presented at the Environmental Politics and Governance (EPG) webinar
series. Seattle: University of Washington.

Hallding, K. (2021). The world stands at a crossroads — four scenarios for geopolitics.
Invited blog post published by Futurion.

Ivleva, D., M&nberger, A. (with contributions by Kirr, J.) (2021). A game changing?
The geopolitics of decarbonization through the lens of trade. Scoping paper for
Mistra Geopolitics. Berlin: adelphi.

COMPLETED AND FORTHCOMING PHD DISSERTATIONS

MISTRA FUNDED

Ahlén, A. Managing migration and integration in welfare states: the case of family
immigration. PhD thesis. Uppsala University, Uppsala.

Eliasson, K. Perspectives on resource flows and food systems - identifying drivers
and barriers for sustainability transformations. PhD thesis. Linkdping University,
Linkdping.

Jernnas, M. (2021). Governing Climate Change under the Paris Regime. Meeting
Urgency with Voluntarism. PhD thesis. Department of Thematic Studies — Environ-
mental Change Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Linkdping University.

Kural, E (2021) Global climate adaptation governance: actors, structures, and out-

comes. PhD thesis, Stockholm University.

Lundquist, S. Towards a green economy? PhD thesis. Stockholm University,
Stockholm.

Zhou, J. Producing food, security and the geopolitical subject. PhD thesis.
Linkdping University, Linkdping.

CO-FUNDED

Benzie, M. Governing borderless climate risks. PhD thesis. Wageningen University,
Wageningen.

Nordbrandt Bergstréom, M. Modern talking: possibilities and limitations of everyday
deliberation in a (climate) changing world. PhD thesis. Uppsala University, Uppsala.

Peterson, L. Climate ambition: The factors that push countries to tackle climate
change. PhD thesis. Uppsala University, Uppsala.
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STAKEHOLDERS
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THE TEAM

CHAIR OF THE BOARD BOARD MEMBERS

LENA EK ROBERT EGNELL CAROLINE ANKARCRONA ANNIKA MARKOVIC HENRIK HAMMARGREN CAMILLA NEVSTAD
Chair of Sédra Vice-Chancellor of the Project Manager at the Sweden’s Ambassador Executive Director of the Dag BRUZELIUS
Swedish Defence University Royal Swedish Academy of to Austria and Slovakia. Hammarskjéld Foundation Deputy Director-General of
and Professor of Leadership Engineering Science (IVA) Permanent representative to the Global Agenda
the United Nations in Vienna Department at the Swedish
Ministry for Foreign Affairs
PROGRAMME CO- PROGRAMME FINANCE COMMUNICATIONS COMMUNICATIONS
DIRECTOR DIRECTOR MANAGER CONTROLLER LEAD OFFICER

BJORN-OLA LINNER HENRIK CARLSEN ELIN LEANDER NATALIA HEINI MARIA COLE YLVA RYLANDER
Professor, Linképing Senior Research Fellow, Project Manager and Finance Controller, Senior Communications Communications Officer,
University SEl Research Fellow, SEI SEI Officer, SEI SEl

COMMUNICATIONS
ASSISTANT RESEARCHERS

EBBA ERIKSSON MALIN MOBJORK KARL HALLDING EVA LOVBRAND KEVIN M. ADAMS DARIA IVLEVA
Communications Senior Researcher and Senior Research Fellow, Senior Lecturer, Researcher on climate policy ~ Senior Advisor in the Field of
Assistant, SE/ Director of SIPRI’s Climate SEI Linképing University at the London School of Climate Diplomacy, adelphi
Change and Risk Programme Economics, Research
from 2016 to 2021 Associate, SEI (2017-2021)

ANDRE MANBERGER TAYLOR DIMSDALE CLAUDIA STRAMBO DENNIS TANZLER KARIN BACKSTRAND PATRICIO CALLES
Associate Senior Lecturer, Program Director, Research Fellow, Director of International Professor at the Department Research Assistant,
Lund University Risk & Resilience, E3G SEI Climate Policy, adelphi of Political Science, SEI Latin America

Stockholm University
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CLEO VERKUIJL ELISA AROND NINA VON UEXKULL LISA DELLMUTH MAGNUS BENZIE FRIDA LAGER

Research Fellow, Research Fellow, Associate Professor Professor of Research Fellow, Research Associate,
SEI Oxford SEI Latin America at the Department of Peace International Relations, SEI SEl
and Conflict Research, Stockholm University

Uppsala University

SARA TALEBIAN TINA SCHMID NESET MARIA-THERESE ELIZABETH SMITH ALMUT DR FARAH HEGAZI
Research Associate, Associate Professor, GUSTAFSSON Research Assistant in SCHILLING-VACAFLOR Researcher in SIPRI’s
SEl Link&ping University Assistant professor, SIPRI’s Climate Change Postdoc, Osnabriick Climate Change and Risk
Stockholm University and Risk Programme University and Associate programme
Researcher, GIGA German
Institute of Global and
Area Studies

VINCENT BOULANIN FREDRIK HEINTZ FLORIAN KRAMPE MOA PELDAN CARLSSON SOMYA JOSHI HAVARD HEGRE
Senior Researcher, Professor of Senior Researcher and Research Assistant, Head of Division — Global Professor at the
SIPRI Computer Science, Director of SIPRI’s Climate SIPRI Agendas, Climate and Department of Peace
Linképing University Change and Risk Programme Systems, SEI and Conflict Research,

Uppsala University

ANNA MICHALSKI NIKLAS BREMBERG KARINA BARQUET ANDERS HANSSON VICTORIA WIBECK ELISE REMLING
Associate Professor at the Associate Senior Lecturer, Team Lead Water Coast Associate Professor, Professor, Researcher, SIPRI’s
Department of Government, Stockholm University & Oceans, SEI Linképing University Linképing University Climate Change and Risk

Uppsala University Programme
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THE TEAM (CONTINUED)

RESEARCHERS

EMILIE BROEK FRANCO VACCARINO MARIA JERNNAS EBBA MINAS TANUSHREE RAO MAXINE LEIS
Research Assistant with Lectures in the School of PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate,
SIPRI’s Climate Change and ~ Communication, Journalism Linképing University Stockholm University Stockholm University Uppsala University

Risk Programme and Marketing, Massey

University’s Manawatdi Campus

MARIE FRANCISCO PRIYATMA SINGH RICKARD SODER MALAIKA MIKAELSSON
PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate, PhD Candidate,
Linképing University University of Fiji, Pacific Stockholm University Link6ping University

Islands Development Forum
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POLITICS

Mistra Geopolitics examines the dynamics of geopolitics, human security and environmental change. Mistra Geopolitics brings together an
interdisciplinary research team of six Swedish consortium partners: Stockholm Environment Institute (SEl), Stockholm International Peace Research
Institute (SIPRI), Linkdping University, Uppsala University, Stockholm University and Lund University, with two high-profile international research
institutes, E3G and adelphi. The research programme gathers stakeholder partners including Swedish government agencies, companies and industry
associations. The programme is funded by MISTRA, the Swedish Foundation for Strategic Environmental Research.

FUNDED BY HOSTED BY MISTRA GEOPOLITICS
Linnégatan 87d
‘ SEI Stockholm SE-115 23 Stockholm
Environment info@mistra-geopolitics.se

The Swedish Foundation for i
Strategic Environmental Research Institute www.mistra-geopolitics.se



